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emissions come from the transpor-
tation sector, so it’s urgent that we
make our cars and trucks cleaner, but
also that we invest in clean modes of
transportation, such as rail.

Saturday was National Train Day,
which celebrates the rail networks that
efficiently move freight and passengers
across our country and reduce the
number of cars on our roads.

In California, we’re building high-
speed rail with renewable energy. When
complete, it will move millions of peo-
ple far more quickly, cleanly, and effi-
ciently than we do today. And in the
North Bay, we’re connecting Sonoma
and Marin Counties with 70 miles of
rail, meaning 1.4 million fewer -car
trips along Highway 101.

Investments in rail at the national
scale can increase efficiency, reduce
traffic, and fight climate change. It’s
time for Congress to get ‘‘all aboard”
with this climate solution.

———
ADMINISTRATION FAILURES

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, this ad-
ministration’s repeated disregard for
transparency and the rule of law
should trouble every American.

Mr. Speaker, the administration has
accused congressional Republicans of
playing politics as we conduct over-
sight into the administration’s failures
before, during, and after the terrorist
attack in Benghazi. But this is hypo-
critical, coming from an administra-
tion that already altered talking
points to cover their own political
agenda.

And more recently, Mr. Speaker, we
learned that the IRS deliberately tar-
geted conservative groups. The IRS has
the serious responsibility of collecting
taxes and holding accountable those
who cheat the system; and now it
seems that they, themselves, are
choosing when to follow the law.

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve more from their elected officials.
I hope as details of these events emerge
the American people will find out the
truth, not just the administration’s
spin.

————

THE FOSTER CHILDREN
OPPORTUNITY ACT

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to be introducing the Foster
Children Opportunity Act today. This
legislation will ensure that abused and
neglected immigrant children have an
opportunity to succeed in our country.
It is supported by over 175 child welfare
organizations.

As we debate immigration reform, it
is critical that we consider the needs of
immigrant children involved in the
child welfare system. This is a popu-
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lation that is especially vulnerable and
frequently overlooked.

Despite being eligible for special
forms of immigration relief, foster
children are slipping through the
cracks and leaving care without a reso-
lution of their immigration issues. As a
result, they cannot work legally in the
U.S. and face the threat of deportation
back to a country they don’t know, one
where their abuser may still live.

We owe these children better. My bill
will make sure immigrant foster youth
are assisted with resolving their immi-
gration issues prior to leaving care and
guarantees that they have access to
programs, such as Medicaid that foster
youth depend on to make a healthy
transition into adulthood.

May is National Foster Care Month. I
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Foster Children Oppor-
tunity Act.

————

OBAMACARE IS FAILING

(Mr. DESANTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, no sin-
gle piece of legislation rests so square-
ly on a foundation of broken promises
as the 2010 health care law known as
ObamaCare. We were told that it would
lower insurance rates to the tune of
$2,500 per family, but we know not only
is it not lowering rates; it’s causing
rates to spike 10 percent, 20 percent,
even 30, 40 percent in some States.

We were told it was going to be cost
effective, but now we know that the
costs were purposely understated to
mask the true cost of this nearly $2
trillion bill.

We were told if you like your plan,
you can keep your plan. We now know
the question is not whether millions of
Americans will 1lose their current
plans, but how many millions of Amer-
icans will lose their current plans. This
is what you get when you pass a 2,000-
page bill before reading it.

Oh, and do you want the IRS to be in-
volved with your health care?

ObamaCare is failing, and the Amer-
ican people are paying the price for
this failure. Let’s turn the page on
ObamaCare and enact true patient-cen-
tered reform that benefits people, not
bureaucrats.

—————

SEXUAL ASSAULT IN OUR
NATION’S MILITARY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, according to the
Pentagon, about 26,000 servicemen and
-women were subjected to sexual as-
sault while serving in this Nation’s
military this past year. In fact, last
year, Congress saw the Lackland Air
Force scandal unravel as instructors
were accused of engaging in sexual re-
lationships with 32 recruits.
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Earlier this month, an Air Force
lieutenant colonel overseeing the sex-
ual assault prevention programs was
arrested for sexually assaulting a
woman while he was under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

Two days ago, the Pentagon revealed
yet another sexual assault allegation
against an Army sergeant at Fort Hood
who is currently under investigation
for multiple charges, including pros-
titution solicitation charges.

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about in-
structors, about lieutenant colonels,
about sergeants, about people who have
moved up in the ranks. I believe this
highlights the underlying issue of lead-
ership, or the lack of, in military lead-
ers; and we must hold them account-
able.

————
0 1220
“TRUST” THE GOVERNMENT

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. The President tells
Americans to ‘‘trust’ the government,
but this week is loaded with reasons
not to.

Take the new health care law. We
were told it would lower costs and in-
crease access. Now we find premiums
could increase by 400 percent and 7 mil-
lion who had insurance through their
employers will lose it.

This law will turn the IRS, caught in
a scandal of its own, into chief health
care enforcers. And it’s proven so un-
popular, HHS Secretary Sebelius has
resorted to soliciting contributions to
promote ObamaCare from the same
people this law authorizes her to regu-
late. If T got a call, I'd feel pressure to
ante up; and in America, this shouldn’t
happen.

Today, I'm proud to support repeal-
ing this costly law to keep the IRS out
of your health care and to work on re-
placing it with a patient-focused alter-
native that will actually help families.

————

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in strong opposition to the deep
cuts once again being proposed by Re-
publicans to the SNAP program in the
House farm bill. In July 2012, the House
Agriculture Committee reported a bi-
partisan farm bill that included $16 bil-
lion in food stamp cuts. Guess what?
The Speaker and the Republican ma-
jority refused to schedule that bill for
a vote. And so the Agriculture Com-
mittee has now marked up another
farm bill, this time with $20 billion in
cuts to the SNAP program.

Why are you so determined to at-
tempt deficit reduction on the backs of
the poor and less fortunate in our soci-
ety? The SNAP program helps families
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